
TH£ BELIEVER'S INTERMEDIATE BODY 
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Prelimin削γ Considerations

The Ch「onology of the Resurrection

lA.　The Fact of the Resurrection:　　.

John 5:25 Verily・ Verily, I say unto you′ The ho両s coming, and now is, When the dead sha冊earthe

VOice ofthe Son ofGod: and theythat hear sha冊ve…28 Marve- not at this: forthe hour is coming, in

the which aII that are in the graves shaII hear his voice.

1b・　Every individuaI who was born and died w冊be resurrected.

2b.　The agent.ofthe resurrection is 」esus Christ.

A resurrection invoIves the restitution ofthe former body which has perished into a

new body suited for etemaI existence. The resurrection ofしazarus was, in fact, a reSuSCitation.

2A・　The Two Types of Resurrection:

」ohn 5:29 And sh訓come forth; they that have done goodl untO the resurrectioれOf life; and theythat

have done evil, untO the resurrectlon of damnation.

The first resurrection is the resurrection of腫(Rev. 20:5-6).

The second resurrection is the resurrection of damnation.

3A.　The Stages ofthe Resurrections:

1b.

2b.

The first resu「rection:

1c.　The resurrection of」esus Christ-in A.D・32:しuke 24:46; 1 Cor. 15:1-11

2c.　The 」erusalem saints-at the time of Christ′s resurrection: Mt. 27:51-53

3c.　The Church Age saints-at the Rapture: 1 Thess. 4:16

4c.　The OT saints-at the Second Advent: Dan. 12:1_2

5c’.　The TribuIation martyrs-at the Second Advent: Rev. 20:4

The second resurrection-at the end ofthe M紺e…ium: Rev. 20:11-15

The Great White Throne」udgme'・一t is a judgment ofa= the unbeIieving dead. It occurs at the endofthe

M紺ennium and is based on works in orderto show thatthe punishment is deserved and howsevere it

ShouId be (Rev・ 20:12)・ Ofcourse. the unsaved peopIe are in this judgment because they rejected Christ

as theirSavior while they were aIive.
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Preliminary Considerations

The Nature of Man

1A.

之A.

3A.

The Defense ofthe InseparabIe Nature of Man:

Man has a body′ SOui′ SPirit′ heart’mind′ COnSCience and othe「 immateriaI capacities.

The Demand for an Intermediate Body:

For man to function properly and to commu両cate with those around him′ he needs a body.

The D肺erences about an Intermediate Body:

1b.  1gnoring the issue:

Many theoIogians make no reference to the condition ofan individua=n the

intermediate state.

2b・　The Roman CathoIic Church espouses the unb酬cal notion that a旧ndividuaIs suffer

COnSCiousIy and physica=y in purgatory for a period oftime.

3b. Many evangeIicaIs either ignore or deny the possib硝ty of an intermediate body.

TypicaI are Loraine Boettner’s comments. He ca=s the intermediate state a state of

imperfection: ′′丁his imperfection consists′ first of a町n that the spirit is without a body,

Which forthe human species is an abnormaI condition. The body′ With its organs of

SenSe′ is the instrument through which we make contact with the physical worId. As

Iong as the disembodied state continuesthe souI has, SO faras we know, nO instrument

by which it can make contact with the physical world or communicate with the

individuaIs here・’’(Loraine Boettner, Immort。/ity, 1989, 95〉

Boettner′s view represents the position of most evangeIical theoIogians:

′′The Iife ofman thus f訓s not into two stages, aS it is so often assumed, but intothree.

First′ is the stage from birth unt冊eath′ Which is Iife in the present world and in the

naturaI body; SeCOnd, life between death and the resurrection, in the intermediate

State′ Which is Iife without the body; a=d′ third′ Iife in the resurrection body, Which is

the finaI and eternal state. (/bid.,96)

Respected Southern Baptist theoIogian Gregg R. A=ison, in an incisive a巾CIe entitIed

〃Four Theses Concerning Human Embodiment,′′ cogently argues that human existence

necessitates embodi.ment, but then, Paradoxica=y, rejects the idea ofa body in the

intermediate state. Thus he speaks of ′′the strangeness ofthe disembodiment in the

intermediate state.′′ He fu輔er observes that ′′physical death is the temporary

SeParation ofpeopIe from their body, SO the intermediate state is an abnormal

COndition ofdisembodiment. At the return ofChrist and its coro=ary event of bod時

resu「rection′ PeOPIe w帥be re-embodied and remain so for alI eternity’′ (77]e 5outhem

Bopt厨Joumo/ qf77]eO/Ogy 23.2 [2019], P.157, 173).
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Will We鱒ave An Enterme髄ate Body After Death?

INTRODUCTION‥ What constitutes man・s existence between death and the 「esur「ection? W冊e be

bodiIess, an unCIothed spi「it, Or W冊e exist in a tempo「ary’inte「mediate body?

What is the nature of that body?

1A・ THE EVIDENCE FORTHE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM THE CONSTITUT10NOF MAN

1b.　Theunityofman:

Sc「匝re 「efers to man as having not just a body and m吋conscience, W町etc.

Trying to classify alI that cons軸es man into two o「 three catego「ies causes too many

PrOblems. Ma.n muSt be’・・thought ofas a uniしLacking any:one eIement the existence

is no Ionger man. The「efo「e’tO eXist as man in any environment or state of being, he

must have a body whether it be phys-Ca口nte「mediate, Or glo「師ed.

2b.　The function of man:

Man is composed of materiai and immateriaI. The immate「iaI gives Iife to and directs

the mate「iaI. Without the material the immate「ial can no Ionge「 function. The

immate「iaI gives expression only th「ough the mate「ial.

3b.　The natu「e of man:

“We need to 「emembe「 tha…e whoIe '一ature Of man is 「edeemed and shaIl be up in

glory. Man consists not only ofspirit・ but aIso of body and souI. He owns a pe「sona時

POSSeSSeS a W町desires・ CaPaCity to Iove and be loved・ ‥There must be a冊e冊gs

necessary fo「 a刷and compIete existence" (N. A. Woyc'一uCk, “Life in Heavenr

B酬o的eca Sacra, OctoberfDecember 1 950).

2A. THE EVIDENCE FOR THE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM SCRIPTURE:

1b. The輔mation of the OId Testament conce「nIng the intermediate body

1c・　Thegene「alteaching:

The Old Testament a冊nis the conscious fo「m of the inte「mediate state:

Gen・ 37‥35; 2 Sam. 12:23; Prov. 1:12・ 12:28;一sa・ 14‥10; Ezek. 32:21;

1 Sam. 28, EccI. 12:7

2c・　Thecentralpassage: 1 SamueI28

1 Sam 28:12・ 15’16・ 19・ 20;Andwhen thewoman sawsamueI, Shec「ied with a

Ioud voice‥ and the wioman spake to’saul, Saying, Why hast lhou deceived me? fo「 thou

art Saul. ‥ And SamueI said to SauI・ Why hast thou disquieted me車b「ing me up?

And SaLII answe「ed・ l am so「e dist「essed; for the Ph圃nes make wa「 against me. and

God is deparfed from me・ and answe「eth me no more・ neithe「 by prophets, n9「 by

d「eams‥ t「一e'.efo「e I have caIIed thee・ that thou mayest make known unto me what l

ShaII do. Tt-el「 Said SamueI・ Wherefore then dost thou ask ofme, Seeing theしORD is

deparfed什om thee・ and is become thine enemy?.・・ Moreover the LORD刷aIso deIive「

Is「aeI wit…ee into the hand of the Ph圃nes: and.to mo「row s軸thou anc=hy sons

be with me‥ theしORD aIso shalI deIive「 the host of Is「aeI into the hand ofthe P輔stines
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Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because OT me 
words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the 
day, nor all the night. 

1 d. Presuppositions: 
SAUL AlfD TR'E WITCH OP' KNDOR. 

1 e. It was Samuel v,i10 appeared, rather than a spirit: 
• The terror of the medium, who expected a spirit to come but

instead saw Samuel.
• Samuel talked directly with Saul.
• The prophecy of Samuel was fulfilled the next day ..

2e. Samuel appeared in the intermediate state: 
• The final resurrection had not taken place.
• He was brought up directly from Sheol: "why hast thou

disquieted me to bring me up!"
• Samuel's physical resurrection will be with the rest of the O.T.

saints at the second advent of Christ (Dan. 12:1-2).

2d. Contribution: 

1 e. The body had supernatural characteristics, for the witch said, "I 
see gods (elohim) ascending out of the earth," referring to 
Samuel.· 

2e. The body of Samuel was physical, recognizable and therefore 
had distinguishable similarities to his earthly condition. He was 
seen as an old man, clothed in accordance with his office of a 
prophet, features which were easily discernible by Saul. 

3e. There was extended physical and vocal contact sustained 
between Saul and Samuel. 

4e. \ According to 1 Samuel 28, the person in the intermediate state 
possesses a visible, physical (type) body, which makes possible 
physical, visual and vocal contact. 
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2b. The NewTestament revelation concerning the inte「mediate body‥　・

The issue on the Se「mon on the Mount’Matthew 5-7, aS WeIl as Matthew 17 on the

t「ansfiguration’CenterS.On the futu「e kingdom period and not on the intermediate state

On the other hand’the passage in Mark 12・ dea-ing with the question ofma「「-age in

heaven’CIearly conce「ns the posトresur「ection state・ SeveraI passages o什er insight

into the intermediate state; the cIea「est one is Luke 16:19-31 which o什ers concise

teaching both on the intermediate body and its 「elationship to the intermediate state.

1c・　Theaccountofthe「ich man and Laza「us: Luke 16:19-31

Luke 16:19-31The「e was a certain 「ich man・ Which was c-othed in purple and血e

linen・ and fated sumptuously every day‥ 20 And t'一e「e WaS a Certaih begga「 named

しaza田S・ Which was Iaid at his gate・ fuII ofso「es, 21 And des…g tO be fedwith the

Crumbs which制from the 「ich man-s tabIe: mO「eOVe「 the dogs came and licked his

SO「eS. 22 And it came to pass’that the beggar died’and was car「ied by the angels into

Ab「aha巾s bosom‥ the rich man also died・ and was bu「ied; 23 And in he冊e lift up his

eyes・ being in to「ments・ and seeth Ab「aham afar o什, and Lazarus i両is bosom.

24 And he cried and said・ Fathe「 Abraham・ have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that

he may dip the tip of輔もfinge「 in water’and cooI my tongue; for l am to「mented in this

flame. 25 But Ab略ham said・ Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 「eceivedst thy

good things・ and Iikewise Lazarus ev旧hings‥ but now he is comforted. an(‖hou art

tormented. 26 And beside aII this・ betwee…S and you there is a g「eat gulffixed: SO

that they which would pass什om hence to you cannot; neithe「 can they pass to us, that

WOuId come什om thence・ 27 Then he said, l pray thee therefo「e, fathe「, that thou

WOuIdest send him to my father-s house‥ 28 Fo「 I have five b「ethre両hat he may testify

unto them' Iest they aIso come into this place oftbrmenし29 Abraham sa柵unto him,

They have Moses and the prophets; Iet them hea「 them. 30 And he said, Nay, father

Ab「aham: but ifone went unto them什om the dead' they w冊epent. 31 And he said

unto him・ lf they hea「 not.Moses and the p「ophets・ neither w冊hey be persuaded,

thoug「l One 「OSe from the dead.
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1 d.　Presuppositions:

1e.　Ch「ist,s pa「ables have cor「espondence to histo「ic events, factual

「ealfty and 「eal pe「sons.

2e・　Sound doct「ine can be冊st「ated by pa「abolic t「uth.

3e.　Dives (the rich man) and Lazaruswe「e reaI personswho died,

and the picture painted by Ch「ist is that of the intdrmediate state

and the inte「mediate body.

2d.　Support for the histo「icity of the incident:.

The account of Dives and Lazarus appea「s to be of histo「ical nature:

3d.

It is never caIled a pa「able.

It starts with certainty, `’tis."

lt names one of the characte「s, “Laza「us."

Christ refe「「ed to a histo「ical pe「son,一●Abraham,当n his

COnVerSation with Dives.

The ea「ly church favored this view.

The account possesses de師ite cha「acters, ``five brothers."

The vividness of the account supports this.

Contribution :

There is Iife both for the lost and saved beyond the grave.

This afte「-Iife is lived in a conscious state as s6en in肌e

expression of the 「ich man.

The「e is an ete「naI separation of the lost and saved.

The inte「mediate body is vividIy set forfh fo「 both saved and

unsaved (Laza「us’possession of a finge「 impIies that he also

has an arm・ a tOrSO and a body. Dives, tongue impIies that he

haS a mOuth, a head and a body).

And血heu he耽t up his oyes, being in torments, and 8eeth Abra心am afar off, and I|aZa剛s血his

boSom.血d he cried狐d said, Fa血er Abr血am, have mercy on me, and send I.紬nn陶, that he may

The Iost w帥ca「ry with them memories of their ea軸Iy experience.

Between death and 「esu「「ection men see, feel, taIk and

remembe「 (Laza「us, aS an O.T. saint, W帥be 「esu「「ected at the

SeCOnd advent. Dives’aS an unbeliever’W帥be 「esunected with

a旧he unbelieve「s of a旧he ages at the G「eat White Throne

Judgment [Rev. 20]).
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4d. Conclusion: 

The account of Luke 16 is the first conclusive argument in the progress 
of revelation from our Lord's lips regarding the existence of the nature of 
the intermediate body and the intermediate state. This body admits of a 
physical recognizable form which partakes of sight, feeling, speech and 
memory. This verifies the intimations of prior references such as 
Samuel conversing with King Saul. 

3c. The appearance of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration: 
Luke 9:27-36 (Mt. 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8) 

But I tell you of a truth, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the kingdom of God. 28 And it 
came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, 
and went up into a mountain to pray. 29 And 
as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance 
was altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering. 30 And, behold, there talked with 
him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 
31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his 
decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 32 But Peter and they that were 
with him were heavy with sleep: and when 
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 
two men that stood with him. 33 And it came 
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said 
unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: 
and let us make three tabernaeles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: 

THE TBA.NSFIOURATlON. 
not knowing what he said. 34 While he thus 
spake, there came a cloud, and 
overshadowed them: and they feared as they 
entered into the cloud. 35 And there came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. 36 And when the 
voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And 
they kept it close, and told no man in those 
days any of those things which they had seen. 

1 d. Moses represented the Law, Elijah the prophets. They conversed with 
Jesus concerning His "Exodus," Luke 9:31. The Exodus is not just a 
reference to His death, burial and resurrection, but also to His ascension 
to heaven. 

2d. The physical nature of Moses and Elijah: 

Peter, James and John probably intuitively recognized the two 
individuals who made a sudden and startling appearance from the 
intermediate state. The fact that Peter suggested tabernacles be built 
indicates his perception of them being physical beings, in need of 
shelter. Mt. Hermon, where the transfiguration took place, has an 
elevation of 9,000 feet. Even if they were on a lower spur of the 
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mou一一tain, the temperatu「es wou~d s細be incIement. peter attempted to

PrOIong the marvelous experience of witnessing this exch飢ge between

Christ and these two OId Testament sa両s. He gave no thought for his

Ovyn COmfe血but was interested only in gIVIng a Safe and protected

environment to those who came to encourage ch「ist conce「nIng the

Suffe「ing and ascension whic旧ay ahead.

4c.　The teachingof2 Corinthians 5:1-6:

For we know tha川ou「 ea皿y house of this tabe「nacle we「e dissoIved, We have a

bu脚n‘g OfGod・ an house not made with hands・ etemaI in the heavens. 2 For in this

We g「Oan' ea「neStIy desi「i=g tO be clothed upon with ou「 house which is什om heaven: 3

Ifso be that being cIothed we sha冊ot be found naked. 4 Forwe that a「e in this

tabernacIe do groan' beir-g burdened: nOt for that we wouId be uncIothed, but cIothed

uPOn・ that mortafty might be swaIIowed up o佃fe. 5 Now he that 「-ath w「ought us fo「

the seItsame thing is God' Who aIso hath given unto us the ea「nest of the Spi「it. 6

The「efo「e we a「e aIways co嗣ent・ knowing that・ WhiIst we a「e at home刷e body, We

a「e absent什om the Lo「d:

1 d.　Presuppositions:

1e・ The passage is to be inte「p「eted no「ma-Iy.

2e. The bodyspoken ofis the intermediate body.

2d.　Supp〇両

1e.

2e.

3e.

4e.

5e.

7e.

This view has ancient as weIl as mode「n suppo「te「s-Eph「aem,

Herveius・ AqulnaS・ Hodge, Stan!ey, Taske「, PiIlteI・.

This passage fits the scheme of the prog「ess of reveIation.

The force ofthe passage indicates this ・・we know. ‥We have. ‥

The account accepts pauI,s eamest groa…gS and desires as

genuine and attainable because God has provided an
intermediate body that ``we shaII not be found naked.,,

lt is more co'一Sistent in its anth「opoIogy: there is a body fdr now,

a body for the future, and a body fo「 theinte「mediate state.

A「guments made by s9me that this is the resur「ection body

「ather than the intermediate body, do not nuI甲y the existence of

and refdrence to an inte「mediate body in Scriptu「e. The

PaSSag? aSSerfe that this body is prepared by God, itis from
十「eaVen・ and has existed from past ete「nity・

Even the opponer-tS Of the inte「mediate body acknow-edge that

the Ianguage a「gues for a body afte「 death, (e.g. PIumme「).

8e・　Lewis Spe「ry Chafe「 「ema「ks:

丁he thought here exp「essed is that the 「edeemed do not desire a disembodied

State・ Which state is inevitable ifthere be no intermediate body. The body

desc「ibed in thls passage is said to be竹om heaven,・ rather tha而om肌e

g「ave. Being of heavenly origins同belongs to those.reaI鵬s which are etemal.
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5c.

That it belongs to things etemaI does not requi「e that it be empIoyed fo「eve「.

Certainly・ the finaI body of glory is secured only at the ∞ming of Christ. And,

aS Cerfain帖he body of 2 Corinthians 5:1胡s provided that there may be no

mOment Of disembodiment・ These two f袖s seem to compel the concIusion

that the「e is an intermediate body." ftysfema船77'eOfog高vdr //, P. 156〉

The dead saints in heaven in ReveIation 6:9-11:

And when he had op飢ed the軸seaI, I saw underthe altar the souls ofthem that

We「e Slain for the wo「d ofGod, and fof the testimony which they held‥ 10 And they

Cried with a Ioud voice' Saying' How Io=g・ O Lo「d・ hoIy and t「ue, dost tho…Ot judge

and avenge our blood on them that dweII on the ea皿? 11 And white 「obeswere gIVen

untO eVery One Of them; and it was said unto them・ that they should 「est yetfor a圃e

SeaSOn・ untiI thei「 feIIowservants a'so and their b「eth「e両hat should be畑ed as they

We「e, S「lOUId be ful剛ed.
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1 d.　Presuppositions:

This is not the Chu「ch in heaven, but the inte「mediate state for

T「ibuIation saints.

2d.　Suppo巾

Many prem鵬nnia巾「et「ibulationaI’dispe=Sational commentato「s ag「ee

On this view.

3d.　ConcIusions:

The inte「mediate body is in a visibIe, bodiIy fo「m in which the souls of

the 「edeemed vocalize praye「 and p「aise, 「emembe「.thei「 martyrdem,

and occupy space・ The fact that they wea「 white 「obes indicates the

PhysicaI natu「e of their bodies.　　　　　　　　　　.
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